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Overview

ÅWhat are shoreline environment designations?

ÅWhat SEDs are proposed for use in SMP update?

ÅHow were SEDs updated?

ÅHow much has changed/ramifications of changes?

ÅFlexibility provisions proposed in SMP

ÅScenarios
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What are shoreline environment 
designations?
ÅClassifications of shoreline areas that reflect local shoreline conditions
ÅEcological functions

ÅShoreline development

Å
-26-191(1)(d))

ÅRequirement of WAC 173-26-211(2)(a): Master programs shall contain a 
system to classify shoreline areas into specific environment designations.
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What SEDs are proposed for use 
in the SMP update?
ÅDraft SMP uses SEDs recommended by Ecology that are applicable 

to Thurston County
ÅDraft includes purpose of each SED, as well as designation criteria

ÅProposed SEDs update SEDs from 1990 SMP

ÅFull descriptions in WAC 173-26-211 and Chapter 19.200 in 
proposed SMP
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How were SEDs updated?

ÅInventory and characterization provides baseline information to 
be used in updating the existing SEDs, goals, policies, and 
regulations for shoreline management to ensure no net loss of 
shoreline ecological function
ÅGathered existing data, information, descriptions of watershed and 

shoreline attributes that pertain to existing and emerging problems and 
issues in Thurston County
ÅInformation used to describe existing shoreline conditions, and characterize 

ecosystem-wide processes and shoreline ecological functions that shape 
and influence the shoreline jurisdiction within Thurston County
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How were SEDs updated?

ÅInventory and Characterization analyzes the following
ÅLand use patterns

ÅZoning

ÅShoreline modifications

ÅEcosystem-wide processes (e.g. movement of sediment and water)

ÅSlope stability

ÅDrift cell locations

ÅRiparian vegetation/shoreline characteristics

ÅEtc.
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How Were SEDs updated?

ÅReach breaks created based on physical shoreline features, land 
use, ownership types, etc.
ÅTwo reaches may have same or different SEDs

ÅInventory and Characterization used to draft preliminary SEDs, 
consistent with Ecology recommendations

ÅProposed SEDs/rationale are located in the SED report
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How were SEDs updated?

ÅNaturalSED recommended for areas of high quality habitat characteristics 
and/or minimal shoreline modification. 

ÅShoreline ResidentialSED recommended for areas platted and/or developed 
for relatively high-density residential development, with signs of more intense 
modification/use, including parcels where most of their area is within shoreline 
jurisdiction. 

ÅUrban or Rural Conservancy SED recommended for all other shorelands upland 
of the OHWM. 

ÅAquaticSED recommended for all areas waterward of OHWM.
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Totten Inlet
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Totten Inlet

Current designation: 
Rural (i.e. Shoreline 
Residential)
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Totten Inlet

Proposed designation:
Rural Conservancy


